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This text introduces students to fundamental principles of argumentation and critical thinking and

teaches them that argument is a part of everyday life. It draws on everyday experiences and

examples to demonstrate principles of logic, forms of reasoning, propositions and stock issues,

evidence, language, and refutation. It also addresses the use of the principles in contexts such as

public communication, dyadic argumentation, and small group settings.
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"VerLinden invites students to explore a world of argumentation and persuasion in which they are

already living--to identify potential fallacies, to enhance critical thinking skills and to ultimately

defend a position with improved language, logic and evidence.""I would describe this text to a

colleague as a student-centered, engaging text offering scholars of argumentation a stimulating

work for undergraduate course in argumentation and critical thinking. CRITICAL THINKING AND

EVERYDAY ARGUMENT boasts the clarity and reasoned approach of its subject. The text is

attentive to its audience without sacrificing the intellectual rigor of its subject matter.""The book

simplifies theories of argumentation and critical thinking so that students should find these ideas

easy to use in the construction, interpretation, and evaluation of everyday arguments. The book

does a particularly good job of illustrating how the principles apply to arguments in interpersonal

conflicts and small group decisions.""I think your author is to be praised for seeking to write a text

that accommodates what are often competing strands--instructing students in the pursuit of sound,

logical, and reasonable arguments, while simultaneously directing them to participate in a



cooperative spirit and exercise rhetorical/contextual sensitivity. He seems to communicate very well

that arguing isn't about diagrams on a page, but is, rather, about human beings bringing their best

ideas to the table in the hopes that we can act in ways that serve us well.""I like the fact that the text

moves away from formal debate and toward an inclusive view of argument. Students will be much

more interested in a text that sees argument as a natural part of their lives. Very few of our students

will ever engage in a formal debate."

Jay VerLinden is a Professor in the Department of Communication at Humboldt State University. He

participated in competitive speech and debate through high school and college, and coached

Forensics for 20 years before retiring from Forensics to become department chairman. He was the

Director of Forensics at Wayne State College in Nebraska, Simpson College in Iowa, and Humboldt

State University in California. He was the president of the Mid-America Forensics League and the

Northern California Forensics Association. He earned his B.A. and M.A. from the University of

Northern Colorado and a Ph.D. from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

I received the book I needed; however, it was not in the best condition . . .

Very useful book. Good content.

Required for my class.

I understand it's a rental but the condition may have been over exaggerated. This book is

highlighted all the way through, very distracting but readable.

Helps a lot with class

This book is packed with accurate information. I will keep it as a reference work My only criticism is

that a person would need a photographic memory to learn and remember this much information..

I have used this textbook for a while now and have found Verlinden's approach to argumentation to

be well grounded in theory and application. Beyond this I also like the simplicity and practical

approach the book takes for students. I also like that fact that communication principles are

interwoven into the content of the book. My only criticism is that I wish that a more current version



was available.

The author approaches critical thinking and argumentation in a way that allows the reader to easily

place these concepts in their life. It is a solid read, packed with great information, and has some

wonderful insights. I highly recommend this book for anyone interested in the subjects or studying

them. This is a textbook worth keeping after the class is over!
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